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Jorgen Randers : 2052: A Global Forecast for the Next Forty Years  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 2052: A Global Forecast for the Next Forty Years: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Most Important Book to Read for Our FuturesBy DeborahRanders 
does it again. This is the most important book to read for knowing our future. For me, he helped me come to terms 
with humans won't massively act like in WWII build-up. The West wellbeing will decrease as developing countries 
improve. If world leadership would act, if people demanded we would act, but the threat is not perceived as now, so 
we will have millions lose their homes, riots, revolution none of which we have to have. Like Randers I have spent 20 
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years (him a lot longer) worrying and trying to drive change and getting more concerned with the lack of action to the 
point of despair, which doesn't help. His frankness and acceptance of these bad things will happen until we have no 
more choices helped me. Doesn't mean we don't work hard at climate change and other actions with urgency. It means 
accept progress will be slow. It also ties into all the new work in behavioral economics and human behavior. When 
you understand there is always a very strong group vested in the status quo, their current power and riches holding the 
drivers of change back, you understand how differently we have to approach people to drive change.14 of 14 people 
found the following review helpful. A sobering but realistic outlook on my students' futuresBy PartskyI read Randers' 
LIMITS TO GROWTH as a graduate student and have followed his subsequent work. Though I don't expect to live 
until 2052, most of my students (now in high school) will. I have ordered this book as a text for my Global Futures 
course because it combines lots of analysis with a series of "future glimpses" by fellow scholars, then Randers' own 
prediction of what kind of future we can expect. It's a little dense, and limited by reliance on mostly male voices from 
the developed world, but it includes enough startling revelations -- not gloom and doom, not techno-optimism -- to 
engage the interest of anyone who expects to live through the next 40 years. Most striking, I think, is his claim that 
citizens in emerging nations (he calls them BRISE = Brazil, Russia, India, South Africa and other Emerging 
Economies; China gets its own category) will not be better off in 2052 than the average American or European, but 
will feel better because of steadily rising material living standards, whereas we who have thrived on and expected 
growth must get by with less.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great Thoughts but with a Dearth of 
FootnotesBy James SimmonsI found the scope and thinking entailed in Jorgen Randers ldquo;2052: A Global Forecast 
for the Next Forty Yearsrdquo; enthralling. The book raises excellent questions: ldquo;How free should the free 
market be in a resource and pollution constrained world?rdquo; ldquo;Should individual rights continue to have 
priority over the common good?rdquo; ldquo; Should not survival of the fittest be replaced, with the perspective that 
advanced life evolves through cooperation?rdquo; Randers global forecast leads the reader to reconsider some of the 
fundamental Western values that underlie our global direction such as: the fairness of free markets and free trade, and 
most centrally the assumption ldquo;that nature is there for humans to userdquo;. It presents many statistical insights 
such as: even though Japan had only 14% GDP growth from 1990 to 2010, its even lower population growth (3%) 
allowed the per capita consumption rate to have increase during this period.Fundamental to Randers forecast is the 
number of people that the world will have in 2052. The old news is that in 1987 we reached 5 billion people, the 
number of people that our globe could reasonably sustain at a ldquo;Western levelrdquo; without being depleted of 
resources, functional ecosystems, other species, etc. Today we are at 7.1 billion people, a number that is 140% the 
carrying capacity of our planet and consequently there is simply not enough earth, atmosphere, and water resources to 
sustain this number of people at the level that the prosperous countries currently enjoy. Randers projects that the 
worldrsquo;s human population will reach some 8 billion people by 2040 and then begin a gradual decline. (This 
forecast relatively speaking is optimistic, since other projections for 2040 are more typically 9 billion people, with 
accordingly more dire consequences for humanity, the ecosystem, and the planet). He attributes this leveling in 2040 
and subsequent decline to the increasing urbanization of the human population. With urbanization people will become 
more educated: Consequently they will understand birth control, have fewer children (not needed for the farm), and 
perhaps even gain some appreciation of societal and planetary limitations. My problem with this line of reasoning is 
there was no footnote indicating the study or the data that demonstrated that urbanization leads to better education, to 
fewer children, to better decision making. I would concede that urbanization leading to fewer children has 
ldquo;somerdquo; intuitive appeal but I would like to see the data. To paraphrase Carl Sagan: Great claims require 
great evidence.In conclusion, I definitely recommend this book and very much commend ldquo;2052rdquo; for its 
scope, the questions it raises, and its thinking. I have lowered my rating from 5 stars to 4 stars because of the near total 
absence of footnotes. To be honest I am a person who typically ignores footnotes, however, in this book, on this topic, 
they would have been greatly appreciated.

Forty years ago, The Limits to Growth study addressed the grand question of how humans would adapt to the physical 
limitations of planet Earth. It predicted that during the first half of the 21st century the ongoing growth in the human 
ecological footprint would stop-either through catastrophic "overshoot and collapse"-or through well-managed "peak 
and decline."So, where are we now? And what does our future look like?nbsp; In the book 2052, Jorgen Randers, one 
of the coauthors of Limits to Growth, issues a progress report and makes a forecast for the next forty years. To do this, 
he asked dozens of experts to weigh in with their best predictions on how our economies, energy supplies, natural 
resources, climate, food, fisheries, militaries, political divisions, cities, psyches, and more will take shape in the 
coming decades. He then synthesized those scenarios into a global forecast of life as we will most likely know it in the 
years ahead.The good news: we will see impressive advances in resource efficiency, and an increasing focus on human 
well-being rather than on per capita income growth. But this change might not come as we expect. Future growth in 
population and GDP, for instance, will be constrained in surprising ways-by rapid fertility decline as result of 
increased urbanization, productivity decline as a result of social unrest, and continuing poverty among the poorest 2 
billion world citizens. Runaway global warming, too, is likely.So, how do we prepare for the years ahead? With heart, 



fact, and wisdom, Randers guides us along a realistic path into the future and discusses what readers can do to ensure a 
better life for themselves and their children during the increasing turmoil of the next forty years.

Choice-In commemoration of the 40th anniversary of Limits to Growth (CH, Nov'73), Randers (climate strategy, BI 
Norwegian Business School) forecasts changes in population, consumption, energy use, emissions, quality of life, and 
climate over the next 40 years. As one of the original contributors to Limits to Growth, the author's current forecast is 
based on the lsquo;overshoot and collapsersquo; scenario. Regional scenarios highlight the distribution of benefits and 
costs from climate change across the globe, underscoring the distinct consequences on the developed and developing 
world. The author emphasizes that shortsighted decision making associated with democracy is ill suited to handle 
climate change, given its long-term outcomes. A novel feature of this work is the inclusion of predictions from more 
than two dozen experts working in ecology, political science, industry, and economics. These individual contributions 
are woven into the larger story to provide comparison with the author's predictions. Overall, this work is accessible to 
a general audience; however, Randers's limited analysis and justification of model assumption restrict the usefulness of 
this book as a stand-alone text. It could be useful in conjunction with some formal texts on globalization, economics, 
and the environment. Summing Up: Optional. General readers and undergraduate students.Publishers Weekly-Randers 
has made it his life's work to caution the world about the dangers of unfettered expansion, and to seek out solutions to 
current and prospective problems. Beginning with The Limits to Growth in 1972, he has explored possible scenarios 
for our social, economic, and environmental future. In this global study, Randers presents a forecast for the next 40 
years, supported by lsquo;statistical data, anecdotal stories, impressions from traveling the worldhellip;formal analyses 
of particular developments,rsquo; and short essays by a variety of experts. While he discusses his own opinions?such 
as his belief that the world economy must shift its focus from lsquo;fossil-fuelled economic growthrsquo; to 
lsquo;sustainable well-beingrsquo; ? the enormous amount of information and speculation here function additionally 
as an excellent springboard for a timely discourse. And open and informed conversation seems crucial to Randers's 
project?indeed, he posits that unchecked climate change is not a technological problem, but a political one. Randers 
and his colleagues present a portrait of the future that is radically different from today, but not entirely bleak: while he 
believes that the worst of his predictions are possible, he humbly asks his readers to lsquo;help make my forecast 
wrong.rsquo;"This thoughtful and thought-provoking book will be inspiring, and challenging, for all who really care 
about our common future."--Gro Harlem Brundtland, former prime minister of Norway; leader, World Commission on 
Environment and Development"A sober, cogent, and courageous assessment of a future not dictated by fate, or 
economics, or limits to technology, but by the most egregious leadership failure in history. But there is still time to 
change course...just enough time and no more."--David W. Orr, Oberlin College, author of Down to the Wire: 
Confronting Climate Collapse"Read 2052 and get the views of a great futurist-one with a fine track record of being 
right."--Paul R. Ehrlich, author of The Dominant Animal "This is an extraordinary and profoundly important book. 
Randers' mastery of many fields is impressive, and he presents his 'best guess' future with clarity and force. As a result, 
he provides a challenging template against which we can judge our own expectations for mid-century."--James 
Gustave Speth, author of America the Possible"An unconventional and lucid explanation of the likely macroeconomic 
developments of the world over the next forty years."--Lord Nicholas Stern, author, The Stern on the Economics of 
Climate Change; chair, Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment, London School of 
Economics "With clarity, conscience, and courage, global-systems pioneer Jorgen Randers and his distinguished 
contributors map the forces that will shape the next four decades. Their sobering but far from despairing insights will 
encourage all who strive in applied hope to build a society worthy of nature's legacy and humans' potential."--Amory 
B. Lovins, chairman and chief scientist, Rocky Mountain Institute; senior author, Reinventing Fire; coauthor, Natural 
Capitalism "It's too late to wonder how different and refreshingly breathable the world would be if everyone had 
listened hard to Jorgen Randers 40 years ago. The question now is if we'll heed him this time. Here's our chance. 
Please seize it, everyone."--Alan Weisman, author of The World Without Us and Gaviotas About the AuthorJorgen 
Randers is professor of climate strategy at the BI Norwegian Business School, where he works on climate issues and 
scenario analysis. He was previously president of BI and deputy director general of WWF International (World 
Wildlife Fund) in Switzerland. He lectures internationally on sustainable development and especially climate, and is a 
nonexecutive member of a number of corporate boards. He sits on the sustainability councils of British Telecom in the 
UK and the Dow Chemical Company in the United States. In 2006 he chaired the cabinet-appointed Commission on 
Low Greenhouse Gas Emissions, which reported on how Norway can cut its climate gas emissions by two-thirds by 
2050. Randers has written numerous books and scientific papers, and was coauthor of The Limits to Growth in 1972, 
Beyond the Limits in 1992, Limits to Growth: The 30-Year Update in 2004, and 2052: A Global Forecast for the Next 
Forty Yearsnbsp;in 2011.nbsp; Randers lives in Oslo, Norway. 


