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From Routledge : A Cultural History of Climate Change (Routledge Environmental Humanities)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Cultural History of Climate 
Change (Routledge Environmental Humanities): 

Charting innovative directions in the environmental humanities, this book examines the cultural history of climate 
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change under three broad headings: history, writing and politics. Climate change compels us to rethink many of our 
traditional means of historical understanding, and demands new ways of relating human knowledge, action and 
representations to the dimensions of geological and evolutionary time. To address these challenges, this book positions 
our present moment of climatic knowledge within much longer histories of climatic experience. Only in light of these 
histories, it argues, can we properly understand what climate means today across an array of discursive domains, from 
politics, literature and law to neighbourly conversation. Its chapters identify turning-points and experiments in the 
construction of climates and of atmospheres of sensation. They examine how contemporary ecological thought has 
repoliticised the representation of nature and detail vital aspects of the history and prehistory of our climatic 
modernity.This ground-breaking text will be of great interest to researchers and postgraduate students in 
environmental history, environmental governance, history of ideas and science, literature and eco-criticism, political 
theory, cultural theory, as well as all general readers interested in climate change.

"As Gro Harlem Brundtland famously observed, "Current environmental problems require that we move beyond 
compartmentalization to draw the very best of our intellectual resources from every field of endeavor." This valuable 
collection of essays from a globally diverse group of historians and cultural scholars expands those resources in 
valuable ways by revealing new dimensions of the discourses surrounding climate change and the Anthropocene." 
ndash;James Rodger Fleming, Charles A. Dana Professor of Science, Technology, and Society, Colby College, Maine, 
USA "Understanding the way climate change is altering the world ndash; imaginatively as much as materially ndash; 
requires the serious engagement of humanities scholars who can bring with them great depths of insight about how and 
why humans reason and imagine. This volume is the first to bring together leading contemporary humanities 
scholarship about climate change into a single coherent setting. The chapters help us to think together about what 
changes in our climates mean. They show that the humanities are not simply a late-arriving appendage to Earth System 
science, to help merely in the work of translation. Their distinctive insights necessarily alter the ways in which the idea 
of climate change can be conceptualized and acted upon." ndash;Mike Hulme, Kingrsquo;s College London, UKAbout 
the AuthorTom Bristow is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the ARC Centre of Excellence for the History of 
Emotions, University of Melbourne, Australia. Thomas H. Ford is a Lecturer in English at Monash University, 
Australia. 


