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Joel Mokyr : A Culture of Growth: The Origins of the Modern Economy (Graz Schumpeter Lectures) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Culture of Growth: The
Origins of the Modern Economy (Graz Schumpeter Lectures):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Inspiring breadth of scholarship across al of the social sciences ...By
Dr Tony Sorensenlnspiring breadth of scholarship across al of the social sciences over the last millennium or so, but
could have been more tightly edited.37 of 40 people found the following review helpful. "The most direct link from


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01EGQA1Z2

culture and beliefs to technology runs through religion.” (456)By Clay GarnerThiswork presents Mokyer's conclusion
that the scientific revolution/Enlightenment led to the industrial revolution. These two are the basis for the "great
divergence" - the huge production of economic growth after 1800. Mokyr analyses the research of hundreds of other
scholars - and even contrary opinions. Thereafter explains the reasons for his conclusions.Writes in the academic style.
Clear, but occasionally pedantic. Persuasive. Definite opinions without arrogance.Part |: Evolution, Culture, and
Economic HistoryChapter 1: Culture and EconomicsChapter 2: Nature and TechnologyChapter 3: Cultural Evolution
and EconomicsChapter 4: Choice-based Cultural EvolutionChapter 5: Biases in Cultural EvolutionPart I1: Cultural
Entrepreneurs and Economic Change, 1500ndash; 1700Chapter 6: Cultural Entrepreneurs and Choice-based Cultural
EvolutionChapter 7: Francis Bacon, Cultural EntrepreneurChapter 8: 1saac Newton, Cultural EntrepreneurPart 111:
Innovation, Competition, and Pluralism in Europe, 1500ndash;1700Chapter 9: Cultural Choicein Action: Human
Capital and ReligionChapter 10: Cultural Change and the Growth of Useful Knowledge, 1500ndash;1700Chapter 11.
Fragmentation, Competition, and Cultural ChangeChapter 12: Competition and the Republic of LettersPart 1V:
Prelude to the EnlightenmentChapter 13: Puritanism and British ExceptionalismChapter 14: A Culture of
ProgressChapter 15: The Enlightenment and Economic ChangePart V: Cultural Change in the East and WestChapter
16: China and EuropeChapter 17: China and the EnlightenmentEpilogue: Useful Knowledge and Economic
Growth"As this book makes clear, the solutions to the historical and the economic riddles coincide. My focusis on the
period from 1500 to 1700, during which the cultural foundations of modern growth were laid. These foundations grew
out of aset of political and institutional developments and cultural changes that were not intended to produce these
results, and their deeply contingent nature is a recurrent theme in these pages.” (236) Key theme is presented here. The
‘cultural changes were not intended to produce these results. Think Hayek."The most direct link from culture and
beliefs to technology runs through religion. If metaphysical beliefs are such that manipulating and controlling nature
invoke a sense of fear or guilt, technological creativity will inevitably be limited in scope and extent. The legends of
the ill-fated innovators Prometheus and Daedalus illustrate the deeply ambiguous relationship between the ancient
Greeksrsgquo; religious beliefs and their attitudes toward technology." (456)"If the culture is heavily infused with
respect and worship of ancient wisdom so that any intellectual innovation is considered deviant and blasphemous,
technological creativity will be similarly constrained. Irreverence is akey to progress. But so, as Lynn White (1978)
has pointed out, is anthropocentrism. In his classic work, White stressed the importance of a belief in a creator who
has designed a universe for the use of humans, who in exploiting nature would illustrate His wisdom and power."
(456)Moykr spends many pages on thisideain the chapter on China. Comments on Weber's thesis on the importance
of Protestantism and economics. Analyzes the role of Puritansin England.Spends many pages explaining the
importance of the "Republic of Letters'. Fascinating! Many other insights. Serves more as areference book than
essay.More than six hundred references. Extensive index. No photographs.(The Bible, Protestantism, and the Rise of
Natural Science Paperback ndash; by Peter Harrison; covers same epoch with a different focus. Harrison examines the
religious foundation for the scientific revolution. Compliments Moykr's book.)0 of O people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerA great lecture!

During the late eighteenth century, innovations in Europe triggered the Industrial Revolution and the sustained
economic progress that spread across the globe. While much has been made of the details of the Industrial Revolution,
what remains a mystery iswhy it took place at all. Why did this revolution begin in the West and not elsewhere, and
why did it continue, leading to today's unprecedented prosperity? In this groundbreaking book, celebrated economic
historian Joel Mokyr argues that a culture of growth specific to early modern Europe and the European Enlightenment
laid the foundations for the scientific advances and pioneering inventions that would instigate explosive technological
and economic development. Bringing together economics, the history of science and technology, and models of
cultural evolution, Mokyr demonstrates that culturemdash;the beliefs, values, and preferences in society that are
capable of changing behaviormdash;was a deciding factor in societal transformations.Mokyr looks at the period
1500ndash; 1700 to show that a politically fragmented Europe fostered a competitive "market for ideas' and a
willingness to investigate the secrets of nature. At the same time, a transnational community of brilliant thinkers
known as the ldquo;Republic of Lettersrdquo; freely circulated and distributed ideas and writings. This political
fragmentation and the supportive intellectual environment explain how the Industrial Revolution happened in Europe
but not China, despite similar levels of technology and intellectual activity. In Europe, heterodox and creative thinkers
could find sanctuary in other countries and spread their thinking across borders. In contrast, Chinarsquo;s version of
the Enlightenment remained controlled by the ruling elite.Combining ideas from economics and cultural evolution, A
Culture of Growth provides startling reasons for why the foundations of our modern economy were laid in the mere
two centuries between Columbus and Newton.

Finalist for the 2017 Hayek Prize, The Manhattan InstituteHonorable Mention for the 2017 PROSE Award in
European and World History, Association of American PublishersOne of MIT Technology rsgquo;s Best Books of
2016"[Joel Mokyr] reminds us that the skirmishing of philosophers and their ideas, the preoccupation of popular



historians, isin many ways a sideshow--that the revolution that gave Europe dominance was, above all, scientific, and
that the scientific revolution was, above all, an artisanal revolution."--Adam Gopnik, New Y orker"[A] fine book. . . .
One of our country's great economic historians has helped us better understand the greatest transformation in human
welfare our planet has ever seen."--Richard Vedder, Wall Street Journal"Wide-ranging and erudite. . . . Mokyr offersa
useful corrective to excessively deterministic and materialistic trestments of economic history, emphasizing ideas--the
West, he argues, had a uniquely positive view about subjugating nature to human control--and individual agency in
shaping broad socioeconomic shifts."--Publishers Weekly" Ultimately, without the impetus of science, economic
growth would have fizzled out after 1815. A Culture of Growth is certainly making me rethink."--Brad Del.ong,
Nature'A Culture of Growth isabrilliant book. Y ou should buy it and even read it. It's long, but consistently
interesting, even witty."--Deirdre McCloskey, Prospect”In pointing to growth-boosting factors that go beyond either
the state or the market, Mokyr's book is very welcome."--Victoria Bateman, Times Higher Education™What stands out
from Mokyr's approach is the highly contingent character of the Enlightenment and Industrial Revolution. They
happened because alot of different things happened to fall into place; small deviations in the course of events could
have given us an entirely different world of technological and economic power."--Diane Coyle, Financial
Times'Mokyr . . . divesinto the mystery of how the world went from being poor to being so rich in just afew
centuries. . . . Drawing on centuries of philosophy and scientific advancements, Mokyr argues that there's areason the
Industrial Revolution occurred in Europe and not, for example, in China, which had in previous centuries shown signs
of more scientific advancement: Europe devel oped a unique culture of competitive scientific and intellectual
advancement that was unprecedented and not at all predestined."--Ana Swanson, WashingtonPost.com's
Wonkblog"The sheer elegance of Mr. Mokyr'stheory . . . has much to commend it. And it isrefreshing that an
economist istaking seriously the ideathat ideas and culture make a difference to economic growth."--
Economist"Mokyr has written a book to read slowly and chew over thoroughly. . . . Heisawonderfully well-read
lucid and continuously interesting guide to avast literature and invariably thought provoking."--Alan Ryan, Literary
"'Someone needed to write a book like this, and there could have been no better author to do so than Mokyr."--Peer
Vries, Foreign Affairs'Economic historian Joel Mokyr has written a capstone work on the dynamics of the industrial
revolution."--Arnold Kling, Econlib"It is not often that a book |eaves me gasping in admiration for the breadth and
depth of an author's reading and knowledge, but this one did."--Ted Nield, Geoscientist Online"This book is the latest
example of Mokyrrsgquo;s ability to explicate complex issues, illustrating his big-picture thesis with a myriad of
fascinating details. He writes with clarity--enjoyable for the general reader as well as for the specialist in economic
history. A Culture of Growth isamust-read for anyone interested in how Western society got whereit is today and
what this implies for the spread of technology in the global economy of the future.”--Finance Development”A Culture
of Growth isabook of immense importance for us Indians especially when we are getting comfortable, forever
playing victim to the depredations of British imperialism instead of wholeheartedly focusing on beating the West at its
game as the Chinese are doing. . . . Well worth tackling."--Uday Balakrishnan, Hindu Business Line"A Culture of
Growth is an insightful quest into the economic history of the last five centuries. Mokyrrsquo;s historical laboratory is
early modern Europe, when a small mass of highly skilled artisans, entrepreneurs, financiers and merchants laid the
roots of what was to become the Industrial Revolution."--Progressive Post" One has to admire the depth of knowledge
and the subtlety of Mokyrrsquo;s argument. . . . For serious students of the Enlightenment itself, Mokyrrsquo;s
magnum opus will be required reading for along time to come.”--Nicholas Crafts, History Today"A fresh historical
treatment.”--Darcy Allen, IPA From the Back Cover"Many great minds have written many great books about why
Europe spearheaded technological progress and economic growth in the past three centuries. Joel Mokyr has joined
their ranks with admirable verve, erudition, and originality. In his account, a change in the beliefs, values, and
preferences of Europeans drove them to accumulate, share, and apply knowledge as it had never been done before.
Agree or disagree with Mokyr'sthesis, you definitely need to take it seriously."--Daron Acemoglu, coauthor of Why
Nations Fail"Mokyr's new masterpiece is a virtuoso display of how new thinking in economics can bring a deeper
understanding of one of the most important eventsin human history. A Culture of Growth documents the cultural
shifts that permitted the interrogation of nature that then flowered into scientific advances. This book offers usan
optimistic vision: a great expansion of communication preceded our modern prosperity, and we can expect thisto
happen again."--Angus Deaton, 2015 Nobel Laureate in Economics'ln A Culture of Growth, Joel Mokyr exploresin
detail the interactions among groups of educated people that led to the creation of specific innovative ideas important
in the Industrial Revolution. Mokyr's historical laboratory is early modern Europe but his methods and findings seem
to me equally useful in thinking about the prospects for a variety of contemporary economies the world over."--Robert
E. Lucas Jr., 1995 Nobel Laureate in Economics'In thisimmensely learned book, Mokyr argues that a specific culture
of growth anchored in the Republic of Letters, spread through the enlightened circuits beginning with Britain, and
made the Industrial Revolution happen. Written by America's |eading economic historian, A Culture of Growth is
magisterial and long overdue."--Margaret Jacob, University of California, Los Angeles'A giant among the masters of
economic history, Mokyr has written a brilliant, persuasive, humane, penetrating, and sensationally good book. Mokyr
looks at the immensely powerful idea of a progressive Baconian science, which stepped down from theory to enrich



the modern world. The range of scholarship is astonishing and this major work will become a standard in the literature
on economic growth."--Deirdre M cCloskey, author of Bourgeois EqualityAbout the AuthorJoel Mokyr is the Robert
H. Strotz Professor of Artsand Sciences and professor of economics and history at Northwestern University, and
Sackler Professor at the Eitan Berglas School of Economics at the University of Tel Aviv. His many books include
The Enlightened Economy and The Gifts of Athena (Princeton). Heis the recipient of the Heineken Prize for History
and the International Balzan Prize for Economic History.



