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Gary J. Miller, Andrew B. Whitford : Above Politics: Bureaucratic Discretion and Credible Commitment 
(Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Above Politics: Bureaucratic Discretion and Credible Commitment (Political Economy 
of Institutions and Decisions): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Currently reading. Very scholarly and insightful. Important in ...By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01EYQ8ERG


Patty LookerCurrently reading. Very scholarly and insightful. Important in these dynamic political and organizational 
times. Appreciate the respect for professional expertise and its positive contribution to both control and advancement.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy gavinGreat book

Economic development requires secure contract enforcement and stable property rights. Normal majority-rule politics, 
such as bargaining over distributive and monetary policies, generate instability and frequently undermine economic 
development. Above Politics argues that bureaucracies can contribute to stability and economic development, but only 
if they are insulated from unstable politics. A separation-of-powers stalemate creates the conditions for bureaucratic 
autonomy. But what keeps delegated bureaucrats from being more abusive as they become more autonomous? One 
answer is the negotiation of long-term, cooperative relationships - that (when successful) typically bind subordinates to 
provide more effort in exchange for autonomy. Even more compelling is professionalism, which embeds its 
professional practitioners in professional norms and culture, and incidentally mitigates corruption. Financial examples 
are provided throughout the book, which ends with an analysis of the role played by professionalized bureaucracies 
during the Great Recession.

"The significant new book, Above Politics, by Miller and Whitford, combines eloquent political theory with engaging 
examples and sophisticated analysis. In the tradition of the Federalist Papers, it provides a persuasive argument about 
the most important institutional design issues facing democracy today." Jack H. Knott, University of Southern 
California"We want our government agencies to be politically accountable. Yet we also want them to have autonomy, 
so they can utilize their professional expertise to make good decisions. In their lucid, engaging analysis, Miller and 
Whitford show how the incentives of both politicians and bureaucrats affect the balance between accountability and 
autonomy. It is a splendid scholarly achievement." Charles Shipan, University of Michigan"More thoroughly than 
anyone before them, Miller and Whitford teach us that politicians cannot commit to keep their hands off of agencies 
even when to do so would benefit all of us. A rigorous defense of agency independence and professionalized 
administration." Dan Carpenter, Harvard UniversityAbout the AuthorGary J. Miller is Professor Emeritus of Political 
Science at Washington University, St Louis. He taught previously at California Institute of Technology, Michigan 
State University, and Washington University's John M. Olin School of Business.Andrew B. Whitford is Alexander M. 
Crenshaw Professor of Public Policy in the School of Public and International Affairs at the University of Georgia. His 
research centers on strategy and innovation in public policy and organization studies. He is currently Editor of the 
Journal of Public Policy. He is an elected Fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration. His papers have 
been published in journals such as Administrative Science Quarterly, the Journal of Public Administration Research 
and Theory, the Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, the American Journal of Public Health, and the 
American Journal of Political Science. 


