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Christopher Nobes : Accounting: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Accounting: A Very Short Introduction (Very 
Short Introductions): 

14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Nicely written, but omits the accounting cycleBy Ronnie 
GonzalezThis is very well-communicated book in the manner of the English, those global masters of verbal 
communication, but it's really more of a book on business valuation using accounting than it is on the practice of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00IMG6PRG


accounting, per se. And to be fair, it's also an excellent biography of the field of accounting which explains the origins 
of many of its most critical concepts and practices. Unlike every other accounting book I've ever read, Professor Nobes 
actually knows the origins of the "debit" and "credit" terms, and why they are placed on the left and right sides of 
accounting entries. You won't get that little tid-bit anywhere else but this book, I've found.But what's crucially missing 
from this book is any discussion of the accounting cycle itself, which is the actual, integrative backbone of what actual 
accountants do in their work. And while I won't go into exhaustive detail on what the accounting cycle is, let me just 
say that it's a delightfully elegant process of "transaction digestion" by which the financial processes of an 
organization are handled very much like the digestive process of an animal. It's absolutely worth covering, if only in 
conceptual overview, which isn't done in this book, regrettably.

If you read the 'business pages' of a newspaper or if you listen to the financial news on the television or radio, you will 
often hear terms such as 'liability', 'balance sheet' or 'earnings'. These terms turn up in non-financial contexts as well: 
'he was more of a liability than an asset'. If you invest in shares, have a building society account, or sit on a committee 
of the property company which owns your apartment block, you will receive financial statementsevery year. If you are 
a manager in a company, a hospital or a school, you will see accounting information often.This Very Short 
Introduction provides a guide to understanding and using accounting information. Christopher Nobes explains the 
main areas of accounting work, from bookkeeping and financial reporting to auditing and management 
accounting.ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains 
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make 
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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