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From Princeton University Press : Adam Smith: His Life, Thought, and Legacy  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Adam Smith: His Life, Thought, and Legacy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. EducationalBy Lare BearWhat a great way to learn about economic 
theories, like the invisible hand. Quick read as well. Would recommend for everyone.7 of 7 people found the 
following review helpful. The Visible Hand of Adam SmithBy Christian SchlectEvery educated person has heard of 
Adam Smith; here is an opportunity to go beyond the thin layer of name recognition to explore Adam Smith's full 
intellectual sweep and continued relevance.The editor of this fine collection of essays, Professor Hanley, has done an 
excellent job of keeping his varied contributors both on topic and on a short leash. Each essay is limited to such a 
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length as to force a concise argument or discussion by its author, and each essay is followed by chapter notes and a 
useful bibliographic essay.While a few contributors seem only interested in displaying their academic knowledge, 
most seem truly intent on helping the reader to understand whatever facet of Adam Smith or his thinking that is the 
topic of their individual essay. The great majority of these essays are clear and well written.Anyone interested in 
public policy, economics, history, rhetoric, or the simple leading of a good life should buy and read this book.

Adam Smith (1723ndash;90) is perhaps best known as one of the first champions of the free market and is widely 
regarded as the founding father of capitalism. From his ideas about the promise and pitfalls of globalization to his 
steadfast belief in the preservation of human dignity, his work is as relevant today as it was in the eighteenth century. 
Here, Ryan Hanley brings together some of the world's finest scholars from across a variety of disciplines to offer new 
perspectives on Smithrsquo;s life, thought, and enduring legacy.Contributors provide succinct and accessible 
discussions of Smithrsquo;s landmark works and the historical context in which he wrote them, the core concepts of 
Smithrsquo;s social vision, and the lasting impact of Smithrsquo;s ideas in both academia and the broader world. They 
reveal other sides of Smith beyond the familiar portrayal of him as the author of the invisible hand, emphasizing his 
deep interests in such fields as rhetoric, ethics, and jurisprudence. Smith emerges not just as a champion of free 
markets but also as a thinker whose unique perspective encompasses broader commitments to virtue, justice, equality, 
and freedom.An essential introduction to Adam Smithrsquo;s life and work, this incisive and thought-provoking book 
features contributions from leading figures such as Nicholas Phillipson, Amartya Sen, and John C. Bogle. It 
demonstrates how Smithrsquo;s timeless insights speak to contemporary concerns such as growth in the developing 
world and the future of free trade, and how his influence extends to fields ranging from literature and philosophy to 
religion and law.

One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2016"Just in case you thought Adam Smith . . . was simply the 
father of modern economics, this book is a weighty reminder of the scope and ambition of his intellectual project."--
Jane Fuller, Financial World"An excellent and very useful compendium of every conceivable aspect of modern 
scholarship's understanding of the life and work of the author of The Wealth of Nations."--Chronicles"Hanley has 
assembled an excellent collection of essays on the life and work of Adam Smith. Thirty-two Smith scholars from 
philosophy, economics, history, political science, English, and law contribute insightful and accessible chapters 
exploring Smith's social vision and its relevance in various contexts over time. . . . Overall, it would be hard to find a 
more balanced, comprehensive, and well-documented presentation of Smith's role in forwarding Enlightenment 
thinking from 18th-century Europe to China in recent decades. There is much in these essays for both seasoned Smith 
followers and those new to his work."--Choice"By including dozens of authors from a variety of perspectives, Hanley 
has put together a deep, thoughtful, and expansive volume examining Adam Smith, his works, his ideas, and his 
influence on the world up to today."--Paul Mueller, EH.net"This wide-ranging collection is indispensable for Smith 
scholars and anyone interested in his works. . . . Scholarship on Smith has grown considerably in the last twenty years, 
and this collection is a welcome addition to this exciting area of research."-- of Metaphysics""No matter what part of 
the book it is to which readers turn for a succinct account, or dip into more casually, they will be informed and 
enlightened."--Christopher J. Berry, Journal of Scottish PhilosophyFrom the Back Cover"This brilliantly conceived 
collection brings together leading scholars from a variety of disciplines and walks of life to reflect on Adam Smith's 
life, thought, influence, and legacy. There is a great deal of value here to both the novice and seasoned scholar. This 
volume is now the best companion to reading Adam Smith."--Jerry Z. Muller, author of Adam Smith in His Time and 
Ours: Designing the Decent Society"This book provides an up-to-date guide to the entire range and breadth of Adam 
Smith's work, life, and influence. It weaves across disciplines and genres, providing a compendious account and 
covering all possible bases."--Duncan Kelly, author of The Propriety of Liberty"Hanley has assembled a remarkable 
group of contributors who cover the astonishing range of Smith's interests and writings. There are philosophers, 
political theorists, economists, theologians, and historians, and some welcome political and ideological diversity as 
well. There is a great deal of value here for both novices and seasoned scholars across a variety of disciplines."--Jerry 
Z. Muller, author of Capitalism and the JewsAbout the AuthorRyan Patrick Hanley holds the Mellon Distinguished 
Professorship in Political Science at Marquette University. He is the author of Adam Smith and the Character of 
Virtue and the editor of the Penguin Classics edition of Adam Smith's The Theory of Moral Sentiments. 


