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G. Scott Thomas : Advice from the Presidents: The Student's Guide to Reaching the Top in Business and 
Politics  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Advice from 
the Presidents: The Student's Guide to Reaching the Top in Business and Politics: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Practical, informative, insightful, and inspiringBy Midwest Book 
ReviewWith the advent of the first African-American president in American history, the role and impact of the 
presidency in American political, social, and cultural society is being highlighted as never before. That's why 
journalist G. Scott Thomas' "Advice From The Presidents: The Student's Guide to Reaching The Top In Business And 
Politics" is particularly appropriate as it provides a compendium of sage advice, illustrative quotations, and colorful 
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anecdotes, along with seven 'time tested' that anyone aspiring to positions of authority, be it political or economic, 
would benefit from. The subjects addressed include deciding upon long term goals, developing personal skills and 
interests, people skills and personal image, soliciting mentors and helpers, self discipline and control, how to improve 
personal positions, dealing with success. Using the career paths of a number of successful American politicians to 
illustrate a seven-step career plan for anyone aspiring for success in business or in government, "Advice From The 
Presidents" is practical, informative, insightful, and inspiring, making it a welcome addition to personal reading lists 
and library reference collections.

The same skills and strategies can propel an aspiring executive to the top of any organization, be it the Podunk High 
School Student Council, the Acme Xylophone Corporation, or the government of the United States of America. The 
student council president may be an unpaid volunteer, and the Acme CEO may bark out orders in an office that is 
rectangular, not oval. But the paths that lead to those positions are remarkably similar to the trail that ends so 
gloriously at the front door of the White House. Author G. Scott Thomas spent two years examining the lives of nearly 
two hundred presidential candidatesmdash;winners and losers, the famous and the obscuremdash;with an eye for the 
tactics and qualities that served their careers well or damaged them beyond repair. He has distilled their experiences 
into a comprehensive guide to success, Advice from the Presidents.Thomas's book offers a wealth of advice, 
quotations, and anecdotes that are pertinent to any up-and-coming young man or woman. Which strategies for 
advancement are effective and which are doomed to fail? Which personal traits should be emulated and which are 
detrimental? Presidential candidates have learned the answers the hard way, earning the education of a lifetime in the 
gritty, cutthroat arena of national politics, a field as competitive as any to be found in corporate America. And now, for 
the first time, their valuable knowledge will be made available to ambitious executives and eager students across the 
country. Readers will learn the seven time-tested steps that can transform a would-be chief executive or U.S. President 
into the real thing: Decide upon your long-term goal. Develop your skills and interests. Polish your image and your 
people skills. Organize a network of mentors and helpers. Control your inner demons and your opponents. Maneuver 
to improve your position. Succeed with grace and serenity. In this book, readers will follow the career paths of famous 
American politicians. There have been smart presidents and unintelligent ones, honest and dishonest ones, diligent and 
lazy ones. But all of these master politicians have remarkably different skills and personalities but had one thing in 
common. They all followed the same seven-step career plan detailed in Advice from the Presidents. And so can any 
ambitious person in any walk of life.

"While the volume focuses on lives of presidential candidates, its examination of strategies and personal traits make it 
applicable to students looking at any executive path, presidential or otherwise. Highly recommended for high school 
and public libraries." - Doug's Student Reference Room"Using career paths of a number of successful American 
politicians to illustrate a seven-step career plan for anyone aspiring for success in business or in government, Advice 
From The Presidents is practical, informative, insightful, and inspiring, making it a welcome addition to personal 
reading lists and library reference collections." - The Midwest Book About the AuthorG. SCOTT THOMAS has been 
a journalist for over thirty years, specializing in stories about business and demographics.The author of over one 
hundred articles for national magazines like American Demographics, Savvy, and The Wall Street Journal, he has also 
written seven books, including The Rating Guide to Life in America's Small Cities, Leveling the Field, and The 
Pursuit of the White House (Greenwood). 


