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Maureen Ogle: Ambitious Brew: The Story of American Beer before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ambitious Brew: The Story of American Beer:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An ambitious title that achievesits goalBy Leslie N.

Patinoldquo; Ambitious Brew: The Story of American Beerrdquo; is an ambitioustitle. No surprise that the book isa
hefty 452 pages. The good news s that historian Maureen Ogle achieves her lofty goal and then somein this
thoroughly researched and well-organized book. She weaves together the tales of all the major players throughout the
history of American beermdash;the numerous Busches, Millers, Pabsts, Uihleins and many more. The result isahighly
engaging book for anyone interested in the topic.Among all the books on the market today, therersquo;s not a more


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008IGK6S4

definitive history of beer in the United States. Thatrsquo;s even more laudable considering that ldquo; Ambitious
Brewrdqguo; was published in 2007. The fact that itrsquo;s nearly eight years old is the only bad thing about the
book.Wouldnrsquo;t it be cool if Ms. Ogle put out a 10th anniversary edition with her take on developmentsin the
U.S. beer scenemdash;particularly the rapid growth of the craft beer movementmdash;over the last decade?0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. an astoundingly good business historyBy smitkaOgle is a historian but not
an academic. So whilethisis carefully researched, it's superlatively written, a good read that | assign to studentsin a
course on the Economics of Strategy (aka"Industrial Organization"). It contains alot of material on the impact of
technology on the industry, from the rise of microbiology and refrigeration in the late 1800s to advertising, to the
impact of Prohibition on the industry (including downstream distribution) and logistics in the 1960s to the rise of
microbreweries today. In class| pair it with avisit to alocal, exceptionally well-run microbrewery (Devils Backbone)
whose COO can explain how their cost structure has shifted as they've expanded in scale, as well as the impact of the
post-Prohibition tiered distribution system in Virginia and surrounding states that prevents them from setting prices to
retailers (they charge xxx to their distributor, who then sells on to retailers ndash; Kroger, Food Lion and Giant in this
case ndash; who then set their own prices... Ogle provides a great foundation for their being able to ask intelligent
guestions, and for writing papers.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Detailed and fascinatingBy
Jennifer H-KWhile the book jumps around a bit, the detailed history of brewing was fascinating. | found it hard to
follow all the name dropping towards the end, trying to remember which brewery each name was associated with was
distracting. Overall agood book giving a good overview of the industry.

In the first-ever history of American beer, Maureen Ogle tellsits epic story, from the immigrants who invented it to
the upstart microbrewers who revived it.



