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Maarten A. Hajer : The Politics of Environmental Discour se: Ecological M oder nization and the Policy Process
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Palitics of
Environmental Discourse: Ecological Modernization and the Policy Process:

This path-breaking study looks at the nature of contemporary environmental politics, analyzing the emergence and
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sustenance of institutional perceptions of environmental problems. The book argues that a new perspective--
"ecological modernization", which stresses the opportunities of environmental policy for modernizing the economy
and stimulating technological innovation--has come to replace the antagonistic debates of the 1970s.

"Hajer establishes once and for al the importance of attending to the discourse dimension of public policy, and in this
respect hisisatruly pathbreaking work.' Policy Sciences This superb book is one of the few successful attempts to
apply contemporary sociological thinking to a detailed empirical case-study in the environmental spherein away
which is genuinely enlightening for policy-makers as well as for academic socia science disciplines ... Such
challenging questions are afitting conclusion to an excellent book.' Global Environmental Change Maarten Hajer has
delivered abook that is remarkable for its comprehensiveness and itsincisiveness ... this volume establishes afirm
foundation for the study of ecological modernisation and serious scholars of environmental policy will derive immense
benefit from the author's astute insights.’ Environmental Vaues thisis an important book which will interest many
political scientists apart from those focusing on the environment ... There are excellent summary tables and a model of
an index. For environment specialists, there are fresh insights on issues such asrisk; the role of scientists and scientific
data; and the emergence - with itsinstitutional repercussions - of ecological modernization as the dominent way of
conceptualizing environmental problems. The way he draws from German and Dutch primary and secondary sources
is especialy valuable.' Stephen C. Young, University of Manchester, Political StudiesAbout the AuthorMaarten A.
Hajer is at the Scientific Council for Government Policy, The Hague.



