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Mark E Haskins : The Secret Language of Financial Reports: The Back Stories That Can Enhance Your 
Investment Decisions (Personal Finance Investment)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Secret Language of Financial Reports: The Back Stories That Can Enhance 
Your Investment Decisions (Personal Finance Investment): 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Terrific Book for Both Business Executives and Serious InvestorsBy 
T. CrossProfessor Mark Haskins is a wonderfully talented teacher and his talents are evident in this book. In a style 
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reflective of how he teaches, he has written a book on financial reports that is fun, informative and easy to read. After 
spending three decades using financial reports as a business executive, I found a wealth of information in this book 
that enriched my understanding of financial reports. This book should be required reading for every business executive 
so they understand all facets of financial reporting, particularly in light of the financial statement attestations required 
by the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002. Any serious investor will benefit as well by Mark's clear explanations of the 
assumptions and estimates in financial reports. Bravo to Mark Haskins for an exceptional book!1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Helpful and surprisingly funnyBy AdamThis book was a "recommended summer reading" 
for my accounting class. I found it to be a great overview of basic accounting and financial reports. The author weaves 
in humor and his own opinions in a way that makes the otherwise dry subject engaging. I would recommend it!2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Financial Language ClarityBy LizI have been in the process of trying to 
understand reading financial statements along with learning all of the business language. It is a process that over 
several books, I have started to get the language. However, once I finally received the correct advice to read Mark 
Haskins book: The Secret Language of Financial Reports, I had clarity of the language and concepts. Finally a book 
that explains it all in stories and comparisons to real life. If I had only read this book first, it would not have taken me 
so long to get the concepts. I HIGHLY recommend this book!!!!!

Wise investors uncover a company's real story. The Secret Language of Financial Reports helps you read a company's 
annual report like a good book so you can make informed investment decisions. From reading the fine print to 
interpreting what isn't accounted for, this authoritative guide provides a road map for seeing past the complexity and 
jargon in company reports in order to understand what is and is not communicated there. Through numerous diagrams, 
insightful analogies, and real-world based examples, it deconstructs and explains the critical aspects of an annual 
report by revealing 14 underlying ldquo;secrets.rdquo; In The Secret Language of Financial Reports, Mark E. Haskins 
demystifies the process of creating annual reports in order for you to fully understand the main purposes, fundamental 
premises, basic content, embedded compromises, and inherent shortcomings of these documents. He offers detailed 
coverage of: Balance sheets, income statements, and statements of cash flow The auditor's report, financial statement 
notes, and management's discussion and analysis Strategies for applying the information you decipher 

From the Back CoverAbout the AuthorMark E. Haskins is a professor in the Darden Graduate School of Business at 
the University of Virginia, where he teaches financial reporting. 


