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Antoinevan Agtmael, Fred Bakker : The Smartest Placeson Earth: Why Rustbelts Arethe Emerging Hotspots
of Global Innovation before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
The Smartest Places on Earth: Why Rustbelts Are the Emerging Hotspots of Global Innovation:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Looking for businessin al the right placesBy Daniel B.
BeaulieuLooking for businessin all the right places The Smartest Places on Earth: Why Rustbelts are the Emerging
HOTSPOTS of Global Innovation BY Antoine van Agtmael and Fred Bakker, abook that everyone in business today


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B017QL8WAU

should pick up and read. Thisis by far the most optimistic book of the year because it talks about the future, the real
future not the made up future that we are hearing about from our politicians these days. Thisis book is talking about
the future of the world not just this country and not afuture that is just another rosy-glassed pipe dream but rather a
future that is going on right now in the present. The authors talk about how once downtrodden has been communities
are raising themselves up from the ashes and debris of defeat to the success they are experiencing today.The book tells
stories of collaboration of how people of al cultures and backgrounds are coming together in certain parts of the world
to make things happen. If you think building wall is the right thing to do then read this book and get out of your
xenophobic funk, if you think that all countries should be operating in nationalistic creative limiting silos then you
need to read this book. If you think that our world is based on every man or woman for himself or herself you need to
read this book.Right from the get go in the first chapter the authors talk about Idquo;Brain beltsrdquo; replacing

Idquo; Rustbeltsrdgquo; and it happening because smart people, remember smart people and how we use to like them
instead of calling them Idquo;elitesrdquo; are coming together in collaborative coalitions to do great and innovative
things.Here are some great and yes real live examples:bull; Dayton, Ohio is now the center of world leadership for the
innovation for the Aerospace industry devel oping new materials and sensors through the collaboration of The
University of Dayton, and the National Air Aviation Intelligence Center-K ettering.bull; Rochester, New Y ork is now
one of the worldrsquo;s centers for Photonics.bull; Buffalo and Albany, New Y ork working with SUNY is a center
working on research for developing super batteries and clean energy.bull; Detroit, Michigan is not becoming aworld
leader in robotics as well as automotive.bull; Rochester, Minnesotais a center for all Life sciences not only electronics
but organics as well.bull; Albany, New Y ork isaworld center for Semi-conductors by working with SUNY as well
with scientists from all over the world they are devel oping and creating the worldrsquo;s largest semi-
conductors.Thatrsquo;s right Albany, New Y ork not Milpitas, California. And many more from Austin, Texasto
Raleigh, North Carolina and from Akron, Ohio to Boston, Massachusetts and from Portland, Oregon to Ann Arbor,
Michigan people and institutions are coming together, working together and doing great things together, things that
none of them could do alone. And these are not just Americans, these are scientists from al over the world coming
together and creating these Idquo;Brain beltsrdquo; that are changing everything we do and changing it for the better.
Companies, Universities, Banks and investors and inventors are coming together in atrue spirit of collaboration and
cooperation to develop products of the future, products that are going to take us into a future we once could only
dream about.Lest we forget thisis aglobal effort with the same sort of Idquo;Brain beltsrdquo; being developed in The
Netherlands. Semiconductors, Finland: Medical instrumentation, Germany: Automotives and Robotics, and The
United Kingdom: Bioscience.And the best thing by far isthat all of these people in these Brain Belts are working with
each other, sharing information in the hopes of finding global solutionsto global problems. To all of these groups
there are no walls there are no knowledge inhibitors at al in fact in many cases there are not even any patents, these
groups are openly sharing their ideas and innovations with the common goal of making the world a better place.lf |
may add my two centsjust the very fact that these people are on this journey and in thisway is already making the
world a better place.Read this and see our new world order in amuch better light than you will by watching the
upcoming political conventions.7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Great Book! With One Component
MissingBy Lisa Sl heard Antoine on NPR, ordered the book and read it cover to cover in two days. | happen to livein
arustbelt city that has aresearch university and is beginning a comeback, but isin the early stages. The key message
in this book that my city needsisthe "brainsharing" aspect. |'ve since purchased 15 additional copies and am
distributing them to stakeholders in my community as "food for thought." There is one aspect that needs more coverage
in re-inventing cities, that is the importance of welcoming immigrants. Welcoming immigrants and quickly integrating
them into the community can be a game changer. A key component to that is getting them into jobs that are
commensurate with their education and experience in their countries of original, met with a non-profit yesterday called
Upwardly Global that is doing agreat job of doing just that.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Fan of
the authorBy doug metcalfl have followed Antoine van Agtmael for 20 years as one of the leading emerging market
portfolio managers and hisinsights on the future of former Rust Belts based on 21st Century technol ogies was spot-on.

The remarkabl e story of how rustbelt cities such as Akron and Albany in the United States and Eindhoven in Europe
are becoming the unlikely hotspots of global innovation, where sharing brainpower and making things
smartermdash;not cheapermdash;is creating a new economy that is turning globalization on its headAntoine van
Agtmael and Fred Bakker counter recent conventional wisdom that the American and northern European economies
have lost their initiative in innovation and their competitive edge by focusing on an unexpected and hopeful trend: the
emerging sources of economic strength coming from areas once known as “rustbeltsrdquo; that had been written off as
yesterday's story.In these communities, a combination of forcesmdash;visionary thinkers, local universities, regional
government initiatives, start-ups, and big corporationsmdash;have created “ brainbelts.rdquo; Based on trust, a
collaborative style of working, and freedom of thinking prevalent in America and Europe, these brainbelts are
producing smart products that are transforming industries by integrating I T, sensors, big data, new materials, new
discoveries, and automation. From polymers to medical devices, the brainbelts have turned the tide from cheap,



outsourced production to making things smart right in our own backyard. The next emerging market may, in fact, be
the West.

"This book upends conventional wisdom about how the global economy works and which places are primed to thrive
and prosper. Van Agtmael and Bakker capture the complex market dynamics that are revaluing the formidable assets
of U.S. and European older industrial cities: advanced industries and networks of universities, companies and
governments that collaborate to compete. These are refreshing insights that build on real world experience and
evidence rather than antiquated group think."?Bruce Katz, Brookings Institution Centennial Scholar and co-author of
The Metropolitan Revolution®The authors offer a compelling and insightful look at how companies and communities
areturning ashes into silicon valleys."?Harold L. Sirkin, Senior Partner, The Boston Consulting Group (BCG)"The
riveting story of how failing rustbelts in the Unites States and Northern Europe have transformed themselves into
emerging brainbelts through the triumph of collaboration and ingenuity to become promising models of bottom-up
innovation." ?Hilda Ochoa-Brillembourg, Founder and Chairman, Strategic Investment Group"Energetic.... Offersa
hopeful perspective on how imaginative economies can become pacesetters in the fast-forward Knowledge
Economy.... Longlisted for the Financial Times/McKinsey Business Book of the Year Award, SMARTEST PLACES
is receiving well-deserved attention among corporate |eaders and financial strategists - and it ought to be required
reading for every would-be policymaker." WorldBank.org" The book contains an abundance of insightful
information.... A strong selection for those interested in high-tech industries or community economic revival."?Library
Journal" The perspective here on the transformation of 'rustbelts' into 'brainbelts has an outsider's freshness toward
Americaand an international expansiveness...Akron glitters like never before in these illuminating pages.” ?Kirkus
s'The authors make a strong case that a renaissance in the development and manufacturing of 'chips, new materials,
and biosciences is happening not in tech or magjor urban centers, but in reclaimed factories and settings like the
revitalized American Tobacco Campus in the North Carolina Research Triangle. For anyone looking at trends in
technology or manufacturing, or at the future of global business, this insightful work will provide food for
thought."?Publishers Weekly"In every chapter of economic history, unexpected places have cultivated the dynamism
that transforms society at large. Antoine van Agtmael and Fred Bakker describe how the next generation of emerging
hotspots are located in unlikely places, asindustry connects with the energy of universities and academic medical
centers to transform rustbelts into 'brainbelts.’ This scouting report will interest students of the future taking shape
today."?Dick Brodhead, President of Duke University" This eye-opening account of innovation in unlikely places will
raise the spirits of anyone discouraged by the gurus who keep telling us the future belongs not to the established
democracies of the capitalist world, but to emerging powers mostly in Asia. No, Van Agtmael and Bakker tell us, the
'smartest places on earth’ may be in little-heralded cities in the United States and northern Europe, where business
people, scientists and creative managers are inventing smart new products and ingenious new ways to manufacture
them. They tell us that many of the old economies of the developed world ‘are entering a revolutionary new phase
because 'the global competitive advantage is shifting from cheap to smart.' | found their arguments, and the facts they
have gathered to support them, both intriguing and convincing. And their book is fun to read."?Robert G. Kaiser,
former Managing Editor of the Washington Post"An absolutely fascinating tour of citiesin the United States and
Europe that were once traditional centers of manufacturing which are now reinventing themselves as hubs of
innovation. If you want to understand how economies at the local level can transform themselves, thisis the book to
read."?Liaquat Ahamed, author of Lords of Finance"van Agtmael and Bakker paint an exciting picture of the future
based on progress made possible by cooperative processes they call ‘brainsharing.' Citing unheralded developmentsin
specific places and specific industries, this extraordinarily well researched book challenges the conventional view of a
developed world in relative decline. The authors make a compelling case for the role of connectors, who bring together
adiverse collection of players required for collaborative success. This compellingly argued and lucidly written book is
amust read for anyone who cares about the future of the planet."?David F. Swensen, Chief Investment Officer at Yale
University"A lively, lucid story of innovation and transformation powered by brainpower and business, academe, and
regional governments working together.... The smartest book on one of the most important and promising trends in the
American and global economy."?Strobe Talbott, President of The Brookings InstitutionAbout the AuthorAntoine Van
Agtmael, who coined the term Idquo;emerging markets,rdquo; was the principal founder and CEO of Emerging
Markets Management and is now a senior advisor at Garten Rothkopf, a public policy advisory firm. He is the author
of The Emerging Markets Century and Emerging Securities Markets. Connect with Antoine via Twitter
@avanagtmael .Fred Bakker, ajournalist specializing in monetary and financial affairs, served until his recent
retirement as deputy editor, editor-in-chief, and CEO of Het Financieele Dagblad, the Idquo;Financial Times of
Holland.rdgquo; Connect with Fred on Twitter @dutchpolder.



