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Don L. Hofsommer : The Southern Pacific, 1901-1985  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Southern Pacific, 1901-1985: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Southern Pacific could have merged with Santa Fe rather than Union 
Pacific.By Norman B. Tweed Jr.Southern Pacific was written at a time of merger mania in railroads, just before 
consolidation with Union Pacific. This book shows the trend toward merger with the Santa Fe rather than the final 
outcome; An important viewpoint.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerExcellent 
SP history. Don did an exceptional job in balancing the presentation0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Southern Pacific. 1901-1985By THOMAS C. BIAGIPrefer the steam days, but wish rail transportation would take a 
lot of the trucks off the highways.

Don Hofsommer chronicles the twentieth-century history of a transportation giant. Here is a story of divestiture and 
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merger, Sunset Route, and Prosperity Special. " . . . a treasure house of information about the Southern Pacific 
Company . . . . This book is a joy to read."--Richard C. Overton, from the Foreword

From Library JournalIn 1901 E. H. Harriman took over the Southern Pacific Company and led it to preeminence 
among American corpora tions; eight decades later a struggling SP merged with its long-time rival, San ta Fe, and 
ended its independent exis tence. Hofsommer has written a well- documented analysis of SP's triumph and decline; it 
is primarily a managerial history, focusing on the company's top leadership during the period. The rail road was the 
heart of the company's operations, and properly receives the most attention, but SP always had other interests, which 
are also scrutinized. The author had the cooperation of SP officials and access to company files, but this is not an 
"authorized" history; the treatment is evenhanded and schol arly. Recommended for all business history collections. 
Paul B. Cors, Univ. of Wyoming Lib., LaramieCopyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc. nbsp; ". . . we can say 
that if you have any interest in the history of our industry you shouldn't miss it. It's well-written, interesting, and 
authoritative."nbsp; --Modern Railroads 


