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Lewis D. Hopkins : Urban Development: The Logic Of Making Plans  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Urban Development: The Logic Of Making Plans: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good Urban Planning TextbookBy Dylan Murphy+ Informative, 
easy to understand content+ Fairly interesting, for a textbook+ Not too big+ Not too expensiveI would recommend it if 
you are involved in local government or an interested student.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. This 
guy is the reason there is a gap between planning academics and actual working plannersBy jscoThe writing is so 
dense and bad, reading becomes a painful labor intense exercise to get through each chapter. He does not write clearly, 
concisely or in a direct well organized manner. There is no logic in the format he uses and he desperately needs an 
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editor to help him write. This book is a great example of what is bad about academics and why there is a gap between 
academics and working planners. His message is lost because the writing is so god awful. I was forced to read this in a 
class, if not for that I would have thrown the book out after chapter 1 which is a overly lengthy set up for the book. 
Just bad, I would give it negative stars if I could, it is that bad.

With increased awareness of the role of plans in shaping urban and suburban landscapes has come increased criticism 
of planners and the planning profession. Developers, politicians, and citizens alike blame "poor planning" for a host of 
community ills. But what are plans really supposed to do? How do they work? What problems can they successfully 
address, and what is beyond their scope? In Urban Development, leading planning scholar Lewis Hopkins tackles 
these thorny issues as he explains the logic of plans for urban development and justifies prescriptions about when and 
how to make them. He explores the concepts behind plans, some that are widely accepted but seldom examined, and 
others that modify conventional wisdom about the use and usefulness of plans. The book: places the role of plans and 
planners within the complex system of urban development offers examples from the history of plans and planning 
discusses when plans should be made (and when they should not be made) gives a realistic idea of what can be 
expected from plans examines ways of gauging the success or failure of plansThe author supports his explanations 
with graphics, case examples, and hypothetical illustrations that enliven, clarify, and make concrete the discussions of 
how decisions about plans are and should be made.Urban Development will give all those involved with planning 
human settlements a more thorough understanding of why and how plans are made, enabling them to make better 
choices about using and making plans. It is an important contribution that will be essential for students and faculty in 
planning theory, land use planning, and planning project courses.


