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Guido Deboeck, Teuvo Kohonen : Visual Explorations in Finance: with Self-Organizing Maps (Springer 
Finance)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Visual 
Explorations in Finance: with Self-Organizing Maps (Springer Finance): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. From what I've read so far...By DregischanTeuvo Kohonen's self-
organizing maps (SOM) have been somewhat of a mystery to me. I was unsure how to apply the technology to a 
financial application I was authoring. From what I've read so far, the mystery is slowly unraveling. Thank you Misters 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000S1L5P0


Deboeck and Kohonen.13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating but the price isn't right...By 
Louis CharbonneauSOM are a kind of neural networks that are totally different from the feedforward multi-layered 
networks that everybody has heard about. The ideas behind SOM are remarkable intellectual stuff, first intellectual 
class stuff, and would certainly deserve to be more widely known. I found myself wondering how comes I rarely heard 
of Prof. Kohonen, and when is he going to win the Nobel prize... Prof. Kohonen and the development of SOM would 
make a good subject for the James Gleicks out there.This book is in fact a collection of short articles about how SOM 
can be applied to financial visualisation and classification problems. Compilations of articles are a awkward genre, 
ranging from either the totally unitelligible or the totally trivial, and if you have graduate education in finance, you 
will find that most of the articles are pretty lame, if not downright amateurish, compared to standard academic finance 
literature; if you don't have grad education, I'm not sure whether you would want to buy this book in the first place, but 
there's nothing particularly hard about it. Art buffs may be attracted by the richly colored SOM maps (Vasarely-like) 
that come inside the book, and I could imagine somebody exposing these in an art gallery...Anyway, after going 
through this book, one gets a decent idea of what can be done with SOM, so I would definitely say IT IS worth 
reading. I have to say I found it utterly fascinating, although I was disappointed with most of the articles.Another thing 
I don't like about the book is the price (I mean, OUCH!)... The other thing is the fact that even after reading the theory 
article by Professor Kohonen in this book, I still couldn't understand intuitively how the basic SOM convergence 
algorithm worked. It is only after reading the first few pages of his masterpiece "Self-Organizing Maps", published at 
Springer in 1992 that I had the "haha!" experience and that I decided to put Professor Kohonen on the pedestal of my 
personal heroes of science...0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Essential SOMBy EmilioA classic for 
those who want rigorous mathematics applied to useful quantitative decisions. Despite being a collection of different 
chapters by different authors, do not worry. All of them, coordinated by Deboeck, make this book a "must" for those 
who, like me, are involved in the hard task of selecting Stocks, Bonds or Funds for the asset allocation process.This is 
not the only book you should have in your shelves to know about this discipline. But it is the only one who will clearly 
show you the wide different applications of SOM in Financial Markets. Eminently practical (yes, it is true!), this is the 
perfect companion of the famous Kohonen's book.Last, but not least, lots of examples very well documented and 
concisely explained. These can be easily implemented through the commercial software Mr Deboeck uses as tools.

Edited by Guido Deboeck, a leading exponent in the use of computation intelligence methods in finance and economic 
forecasting, and the originator of SOM, Teuvo Kohonen. An 8-page color section makes this book unique, colorful 
and exciting to read. Each chapter contains exercises and solutions, perfectly suited to aid self-study.


