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Mary Burgan : What Ever Happened to the Faculty?: Drift and Decision in Higher Education  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised What Ever Happened to the 
Faculty?: Drift and Decision in Higher Education: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy LisaGreat book. Arrived on time!5 of 5 people found 
the following review helpful. Faculty Are Still There - Just Look DifferentBy Karts HuseonicaBurgan has provided 
the reader a comprehensive yet easy-to-read study on the status of higher education faculty. Faculty are still here, we 
just look different without tenure and are still very passionate about teaching.Provided is a sobering evaluation of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B001R4B9ZI


distance education, with strained attempts at being unbiased. Participation in shared governance is also discussed, but 
the point of involving contingent faculty is lost to the reader. Burgan accurately explains the devaluation of intellectual 
work as the result of increased administrative and special project assignments.We've given this work five stars - 
unusual for this type of work because of Burgan's attempts at being fair yet candid, except when it comes to the topic 
of the corporatization of higher education.

In this provocative work, Mary Burgan surveys the deterioration of faculty influence in higher education. From 
campus planning, curriculum, and instructional technology to governance, pedagogy, and academic freedom, she urges 
far greater consideration for the perspective of the faculty. Burgan evokes the pervasive atmosphere of charge and 
counter-charge on U.S. campuses, where competition trumps reason not only in athletics but also in research, faculty 
recruitment, and fund-raising. Relating this "winner-take-all" mentality to the overspecialization of faculty and to 
overreliance on non-tenure track instructors, Burgan suggests that improving life on campus depends on faculty 
members' successful engagement with their administrative colleagues as well as their students.Informed by experience, 
fueled by conviction, and full of practical, strategic advice for the future, What Ever Happened to the Faculty? is an 
excellent resource for administrators and faculty who are eager to change the tone and trajectory of contemporary 
higher education.


