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Peter Wilding : What Next?: Britainrsquo;s Future in Europe  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised What Next?: Britainrsquo;s Future in Europe: 

2016 is a historic year for Britain as 40 years of uncertainty over Europe ends. After the referendum, what will be 
Britainrsquo;s role in Europe and, indeed, the world? What next, indeed?nbsp; Peter Wilding offers an arresting 
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answer, plotting out a new course for Britainrsquo;s troubled relationship with Europe. He channels the pride Britain 
draws from its heritage through the prejudice Britain has historically had against Europe, and proposes a new popular-
based platform for British influence in Europe: lsquo;smart powerrsquo;. Wilding identifies how British leaders from 
Pitt to Cameron have attempted to use exactly this lsquo;smart powerrsquo; in their approach to Europe. He tells the 
story of their shared experiences in forging Churchillrsquo;s strategy - a long-term plan which put Britain at the heart 
of Europe and the Commonwealth and alongside the United States - and applies it to Britain today. Outlining a new 
approach for Britainrsquo;s leaders, Wilding proposes a new, positive vision to position Britain in a fast-changing and 
fractured world. His book will provide valuable new perspectives on the debate about what Britain does next after the 
EU referendum.nbsp;

lsquo;Peter Wilding thinks positively. Written from a ring-side-seat, his account of whatrsquo;s gone wrong, and how 
to put it right, makes timely and compelling reading.rsquo; (John (Lord) Kerr, former Ambassador to the European 
Union, Ambassador to the United States, Permanent Under-Secretary at the Foreign Office and Head of the 
Diplomatic Service)lsquo;Peter Wildingrsquo;s What Next? is a welcome overview of Britainrsquo;s troubled and 
tumultuous relations with the rest of Europe, all the more welcome coming, as it does, just after a raucous and 
dispiriting referendum campaign. It reminds us that the essential part is to make a success of the follow-up on which 
Peter Wilding produces some thought-provoking ideas.rsquo; (David (Lord) Hannay, former Ambassador to the 
European Union, Ambassador to the United Nations and author of Britainrsquo;s Quest for a Role: A Diplomatic 
Memoir from Europe to the UN)lsquo;Peter Wildingrsquo;s provocative take on Britainrsquo;s complex relationship 
with the EU includes some profound historical analysis, especially on the European philosophies of Winston Churchill 
and Margaret Thatcher. He reminds us that both were, at least some of the time, passionately engaged Prime Ministers. 
Inspired by those two greats, Wilding sets out a patriotic and positive agenda for Britain to lead in Europe.rsquo; 
(Charles Grant, Director of the Centre for European Reform 2016-08-05)lsquo;The result means that Britain is still 
part of the continent and with a significant, even leading role to play.. But to achieve any grand strategy after a 
bruising campaign requires vision. I can think of few people more knowledgeable of Britainrsquo;s tetchy relationship 
with Europe and therefore better able to sketch what that vision can be than Peter Wilding.rsquo; (Vicky Pryce, former 
joint head of the UK Governmentrsquo;s Economic Service)lsquo;In the ugly EU referendum campaign, many were 
persuaded to vote Leave in order that Britain might lsquo;take back controlrsquo; of its destiny. In this stimulating 
book, Peter Wilding suggests that they had it back to front. ing the sad history of our psychodrama with the European 
Union, he argues that Britain can best represent its own interests, and best contribute to the stability and prosperity of 
its neighbourhood, by the energetic deployment of its formidable assets behind a clear vision of Europe and of 
Britainrsquo;s place in Europe.rsquo; (Anthony Cary CMG, Commonwealth Scholarship Commissioner, former 
British High Commissioner to Canada and former British Ambassador to Sweden)About the AuthorPeter Wilding is 
the Founder and Chair of the think tank British Influence. He has worked in European affairs for over twenty years, 
including practicing and lecturing as a solicitor in EU law. He has previously been Head of Media for the Conservative 
Party in the European Parliament, Director of CabinetDN, a Brussels public affairs consultancy, and Europe Director 
for BSkyB 


