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159797714Pawley was as Cassandra, one who for told a future disaster, but whose words went as if unheard.William 
D. Pawley did many things, including aiding the fight against Japan in the China of WWII. However, this review will 
concentrate on his Latin American experiences, especially as relates to Cuba as told in this excellent and heavily 
researched book.Pages 151-162 discuss the April 1948 communist attempt at a coup in the Colombian capital of 
Bogota, commonly known as "El Bogotazo" following the murder of Liberal Party presidential candidate Jorge 
Elieacute;cer Gaitaacute;n. Here the author talks in detail about the presence of Fidel Castro at the scene in Bogota, the 
activity of communists in these events, and prior warnings of the CIA. Yet I found no mention of the known presence 
of William Wieland in Bogota at that time.The description of Gaitaacute;n as "... a rabble rousing orator who had 
made unsubstantiated charges against Ospina.." the Conservative Party candidate, calls to mind-- although the author 
does not mention it--the similar activities and unfortunate death of Cuban Presidential Candidate Eduardo 
Chibaacute;s in 1951 Cuba, which also involved Castro.There is abundant mention of Wieland and careful 
descriptions his apparently subversive pro-Castro tactics in the US State Department in other parts of this book. A 
good example of this can be found between pages 214-220. This book has the best description of Wieland subversive 
activities I have so far found.Page 223 mentions the "Batista" General Cantillo visit to Castro on December 28th 1958, 
a time and place that I witnessed as a very minor member of Castro's army. No mention that Cantillo's son was being 
held by Castro at that time was found. My own memories of this event are described in my own book in progress 
"Love and War in Cuba."*After Castro gained control of Cuba, Pawley's efforts to reverse communist control of the 
Island are carefully described. This has great value since detail here especially that of lost raiding party is provided. 
Wieland's activities during this time are also well described.Now for some speculation, as a bus company owner, 
Pawley had to know Jose Lauro Blanco Muntilde;iz (an associate of my stepfather Enrique Sanz Sariol in the struggles 
against both Batista and Castro), a strong minded transportation labor activist who died after release as result of his ill 
treatment from his long stay in awful Castro prisons.** He surely had some contact with James Joseph O'Mailia a CIA 
contact in Havana (and a colleague of my father, Leonard Daley in St. George's High School in Havana) until the 1961 
Bay of Pigs Invasion.In all probability he was associated with the anti-Castro efforts of then retired Admiral Arleigh 
Burke, Dickey Chappelle, and probably Francisco Rodriguez Tamayo (a former Castro Rebel Captain, who was 
known as El Mejicano) and possibly Andrew St. George, newspaper reporter and some say CIA source. I only found 
mention of Admiral Burke, and St. George, but the inferences are clearly there.What ever happened to Pawley's 
infiltration team aboard the Flying Tiger II which was attempting to extract Soviet defectors (or said defectors) said by 
others** to have been accidentally machine-gunned by U.S. Navy ships is not clear. The author considers Pawley's 
death a suicide which is also not in agreement with some other sources.* Daley, Laurence (in advanced preparation) 
"Love and War in Cuba" a memoir of my family, and those who I knew so long ago in Cuba.** Cuba Archive 
(accessed 8-6-13)[...] "William D. Pawley - Suicide Born in U.S.A. Date: 06-63. Location: Miami, Florida. 
Occupation: Businessman / C.I.A. agent. Place of residence: Miami, Florida. Description: Committed suicide after 
U.S. Navy ships accidentally machine-gunned the infiltration boat Flying Tiger II, killing the entire infiltration team. 
He was in charge of this mission, designed to smuggle Soviet defectors out of Cuba"0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. A little known 'shaker'; totally 'unsung' in the drama ...By RPGA little known 'shaker'; totally 'unsung' 
in the drama that was China and thru WWII, then later the Cold War period. His origins and intimacies in Cuba and 
South America, provide extraordinary revelations. Pawley was a true American PROTOTYPE . Considering his 
accessibility to the highest powers in the US Government (the Presidents no less),it's curious that he did remain such 
an unknown. Much 'inside baseball' with the events affecting our Country in the 30's thru the 60's.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Some detail on CAMCOBy Anne WheelerNot particularly interested in most of Pawley's 
life. Wanted the detail of CAMCO, aircraft factories in Asia during WWII. Book does cover all of Pawley's life for 
those who want to learn more about this fellow.

William Douglas Pawley was a cross between Indiana Jones and Donald Trump. A self-made millionaire with little 
education, he immersed himself in whatever business venture he chose and usually came out on top. As a sales 
representative for the Curtiss-Wright Corporation, Pawley traveled to China in the 1930s and positioned himself as the 
single source of American military aircraft for the Chinese government. Eventually he worked to support the Flying 
Tigers, the American volunteers flying for the Chinese Air Force, and built an airplane factory in India to give the 
Allies air power in Asia.President Harry Truman appointed Pawley ambassador to Peru (1945ucirc;1946), and to 
Brazil (1946ucirc;1948). When Dwight Eisenhower ran for president, Pawley switched parties, campaigned for Ike, 
and was later assigned to the State Department. During this period, he dealt with world leaders on sensitive national 
security matters, such as backdoor diplomacy in the Dominican Republic under Rafael Trujillo, in Cuba at the time of 
Fidel CastroAElig;s takeover, and in a plot to overthrow the Guatemalan government in 1954. Later, in an effort to 
discredit President John Kennedy, Pawley financed Operation Red Cross, a secret effort to help Russian missile 
officers defect from Cuba to the United States. This episode, involving a cast of characters from Mafia members to 
soldiers of fortune, was one of many in an adventurous life story nearly beyond belief.Anthony R. CarrozzaAElig;s in-
depth biography looks at the extraordinary life of a man whose work influenced thirty critical years of American and 



international relations during World War II and the Cold War.

"William Pawley is hardly a household name, but he was the consummate Cold War adventurer, diplomat, 
businessman, and wheeler-dealing American patriot. Anthony Carrozzarsquo;s biography of this extraordinary man 
offers a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the conspiracy and intrigue that characterized private and public U.S. operations 
overseas during the tumultuous middle years of the twentieth century."mdash;Tom Gjelten, author of Bacardi and the 
Long Fight for Cuba 


