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Charles Hoffman, Liv Watson : XBRL For Dummies  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised XBRL For Dummies: 

5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Can't go through the exerciseBy Teddy's DadThe content is ok. I 
was expecting more hands-on examples than theory which I could get from sources on the Web. The big 
disappointment came from trying to obtain Spider Monkey, one of the free tools mentioned in the book. After 
contacting [...] for evaluation copy as suggested in the book, I got an email from their Support asking to chat with me. 
They asked for my phone # and also gave their international # to call. After telling him that their tool was mentioned 
in this book and also that 1) I didn't want to disclose my phone #, 2) I preferred test-driving the trial version first 
before talking to them, and 3) I never had to go through this kind of hassle with obtaining other trial versions of 
software products in the US, he basically told me that he wouldn't send me the trial version without having talked to 
me fist. Now I wish that, before buying this book, I should have made sure that I got the tools mentioned in the book 
first. Otherwise, not being able to go through the exercise really reduces the value of the book.1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Lots of words. No practical, hands on examples.By pwSo many word and paragraphs that 
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function as filler. Hollow, junk calories. If you want a text that provides you tools and techniques for getting 
information into and out of XBRL instances, this is not it. Look elsewhere. Nothing in this book will provide you a 
tool to extract data from a SEC XBRL instance and put it in a form for analysis. Pretty much useless from a technical 
point of view.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A great reference and start in XBRLBy Mr. David J. 
Scott StokesThis book is aimed at smart, savvy, forward thinking business people and hits it target. In view of the 
highly credible authors, it was always going to use XBRL terms and concepts accurately. Yet it does more, in using a 
business friendly style and language. I am impressed by how the book concisely provides the decision points and 
factors that business people will need to consider. In my next XBRL project, I will return to this book time and again 
as a check that my thoughts are balanced, inclusive and business friendly. Well done!

The perfect guide to help you understand XBRL-from the "father of XBRL" What is XBRL and how can it help you 
streamline your business reporting? This plain-English guide from the "father of XBRL," Charles Hoffman, will tell 
you what it is, why it is, and how you can get on the bus with this new SEC-mandated business reporting standard for 
publicly-traded companies. A CPA, Hoffman is credited with the idea of applying XML data to financial reporting; 
XBRL is the language that resulted. Learn to prepare financial statements with XBRL, use it for strategic planning, 
move all relevant departments in your company to the same system, and more. XBRL (eXtensible Business Reporting 
Language) is an XML-based open standard for accounting data; author Charles Hoffman is credited with the idea of 
applying XML data to financial reporting Plan for XBRL implementation, set action-oriented agendas, and identify 
stakeholders and subject-matter experts within your organization Learn to choose from and adapt existing XBRL 
taxonomies to comply with US GAAP and IFRS standards Topics also include how to adapt your existing financial 
information into XBRL.


