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Bob Knowling : You Can Get There from Here: My Journey from Struggle to Success  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised You Can Get There from Here: My Journey 
from Struggle to Success: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Life is a journeyBy JonzygrlThis book is a heartfelt and inspirational 
story as Bob Knowling shares his life journey and the obstacles he addressed along the way in becoming a successful 
business leader and change agent. Bob is an amazing man, a driven yet thoughtful leader, and a superb mentor and role 
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model to not only aspiring business leaders but young adults looking for guidance in life. As a loving father and 
husband my respect for him is tenfold as they were always first even with all the demands his career placed on him. I 
wish we could bottle up and clone what makes him tick as the world would be a far better place. I can tell you from 
personal experience after working with Bob he changed my life as he believed in me and my potential which 
encouraged me to be a better person - I guess that is part of the Bob Knowling magic. I'm proud to call Bob my friend 
and highly recommend you read his story.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The truth about struggle, 
journey, life and reality!By fthflservntI am a sibling of Bob's. Reading this book, not only brought parts of my 
personal life into focus, it also gave me more concrete revelation of who and how our family lived and survived. There 
were personal testimonies in Bob's book, that gave me understanding of how and why I personlly addressed things 
within our family, because of the example he set for me. I emulated his actions (making money and leaving it on the 
table for our mother)....but not knowing the reasons why he initiated them before, but know I know and understand his 
reasons.Being able to connect to the story line, as it identified family makeup, etc... was also eye opening. The book 
was uplifting, true to fact (in areas I had previous knowledge) and gave incredible tidbits of knowledge addressing 
leadership, creativity, desire and focus in acheiving personal goals and dreams in life.Kudos to Bob! I think this book 
will be enlightening to those who read it, and serve as a inspirational and knowledgeable reference to business, 
committment, leadership, focus and life. Thanks for sharing.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Bob 
Knowling is the quintessential motivator and leader...By T. Van CourtBob Knowling is the quintessential motivator 
with a story that should inspire all of us to believe that anything is possible. With engaging storytelling, raw honesty, 
and palpable passion, Knowling paints a picture of his often challenging life, and the resolve that led him to achieve 
success. Simultaneously, he uses his stories to imbue the reader with deep understanding and insight about their own 
path, and provide guideposts for all of us to successfully manage life challenges, career challenges, and personal 
challenges. This book is a MUST READ for anyone who seeks both the insight and the practical tools to move your 
life to the next level.

"Not just another business autobiography, this is a fascinating and uplifting look into one man's leadership journey 
through poverty, hardship, racism, and betrayal to becoming one of the most inspirational business leaders of our 
time." -Jane Marvin, former SVP human resources, Ross Stores, Inc. Bob Knowling is respected by many of 
America's most admired executives, from Jack Welch to Michael Bloomberg. He has led large organizations through 
periods of dramatic transformation; management guru Noel Tichy calls him "a change agent's change agent." But even 
more impressive than Knowling's reacute;sumeacute; is the road he took to the top.He grew up as one of thirteen 
children in Indiana, shuttling between the homes of his divorced parents, surrounded by crime, poverty, drug abuse, 
and racism. Later he lived and worked on his grandparents' farm in Missouri. No one encouraged him to have big 
ambitions or even bothered to ask, "What do you want to be when you grow up?" But Knowling used his athletic and 
academic talents to earn a college scholarship and later an MBA. He became an expert at leading change-helping 
others see a better future, then work hard to make it real.Knowling's story proves that almost any disadvantage can be 
overcome with persistence and a passion for excellence. And it teaches us how to embrace change rather than cling to 
the past.It is easy to lose sight of our potential in a time of economic turmoil, joblessness, and confusion. Knowling 
reminds us that none of those conditions is permanent and, more important, that none of them excuses us from making 
a concerted effort at whatever we try to do. As he puts it, "You turn around organizations, in most cases, by turning 
around individuals. . . . The real lesson of transformation is that it happens not in companies and not in offices, but in 
lives."Knowling believes that we do not define ourselves by our upbringing or the external conditions of our lives. It's 
our response to those conditions that counts. It's not where you came from; it's what you do with your potential. You'll 
be amazed to learn where Knowling came from and how he got from a really distant "there" to a very inspiring "here."

ldquo;Bob Knowlingrsquo;s contribution to public education in New York City is incalculable; his lessons on 
leadership and team building are profound; his story is inspiring.rdquo;mdash;Dick Parsons, chairman, Citigroup; 
former chairman and CEO, Time Warnerldquo;Bob Knowling is a unique leader. He combines vision, a tireless work 
ethic, but most important, a compassion for people and business that compels him to always do the right thing. 
Bobrsquo;s book is a must-read, a story of one global leader who never looks down on anybody unless itrsquo;s to 
give them a hand to lift them up, a man who knows where hersquo;s going but is humble enough to look back and give 
back to his colleagues, his extended family, and his community.rdquo;mdash;The Reverend Jesse Jacks on, president 
and founder, Rainbow PUSH Coalitionldquo;An inspirational book with the right blend of humility and honesty, as 
Bob Knowlingrsquo;s journey takes us from humble beginnings to becoming CEO of several companies and the 
founding CEO of the NYC Leadership Academy for school principals. His life has been one of helping others build 
successful lives.rdquo;mdash;Noel Tichy , professor, Ross School of Business, University of Michigan;nbsp;coauthor 
(with Warren Bennis) of Judgmentldquo;You Can Get There from Here is an inspiring story that shows what hard 
work, determination, and integrity can accomplish in business and in life. We can all learn a thing or two from Bob 
Knowling.rdquo;mdash;Jacques Nasser , chairman, BHP Billitonldquo;Bobrsquo;s personal story of resilience, 



reinvention, and reflection is impressive. A colorful journey certainly worth reading.rdquo;mdash;Greg Brown, 
chairman and CEO, Motorola SolutionsAbout the AuthorBob Knowling is the chairman of Eagles Landing Partners, a 
consulting firm, and the former CEO of Telwares, SimDesk Technologies, and Covad Communications. Earlier he had 
a long career in telecommunications, starting at Indiana Bell and including senior executive positions at Ameritech and 
US West. He was the first CEO of the NYC Leadership Academy, a nonprofit corporation dedicated to improving the 
leadership skills of public school principals. 


